Curriculum Vitae
Name: Michael F. Robinson

Home Address: 112 Beacon St, Hartford CT 06105

Professional Address: Humanities Department, Hillyer College, University of Hartford, 
200 Bloomfield Ave, West Hartford CT 06117

Date of Birth: 15 December 1966

Current Appointment: Associate Professor of History, Hillyer College, University of Hartford, West Hartford, Connecticut, 2009-
Previous Appointments:

Assistant Professor of History, Hillyer College, University of Hartford, West Hartford, Connecticut, 2005-9
Visiting Assistant Professor of History, Central Connecticut State University, New Britain, Connecticut, 2003-4
Post-doctoral Fellow, Osher Map Library, University of Southern Maine, Portland Maine, 2000-1
Lecturer, University of Wisconsin-Madison, Madison, Wisconsin, 1999-2000
Teaching Assistant, University of Wisconsin-Madison, Madison, Wisconsin, 1994-99
Education:
Ph.D. History of Science, University of Wisconsin-Madison, 2002
M.A. History of Science, University of Wisconsin-Madison, 1996

B.S. Biology and Philosophy, Boston College, with distinction in both, 1989
Fellowships, Grants, and Awards:
International Center Research Grant, 2012. $1000 for travel to Uganda and Rwanda to research Lost White Tribe: Explorers, Scientists, and a Theory of Race that Changed Africa. 
Osiris Workshop Travel Grant for “Masculinities in Science” May 2012, Philadelphia, PA., 

Hartford Consortium for Higher Education Grant, 2011. "Exploration: A Critical & Creative Folio & Performance of Inner and Outer Voyage," a collaboration with Trinity College and Central Connecticut State University.
NASA Space Grant, 2011. $15,000 faculty collaboration grant for “Lessons from the Last Frontier: Assessing NASA’s Views of Past Exploration in Shaping Current Mission Policy.”
NSF Travel Grant, Polar Perspectives XXI, 2011. Travel to Colby College, ME for editing and evaluating papers delivered at 2010 Russian Arctic conference.

Jay Camp Fellowship, University of Hartford, 2011. Awarded for research on book project, Lost White Tribe: Explorers, Scientists, and a Theory that Changed Africa
Polar Perspectives XXI Grant, 2010. Travel funds and honorarium for Arctic conference in Naryan-Mar, Russia.
Belle K. Ribicoff Junior Faculty Prize, University of Hartford, 2009. Awarded to the outstanding junior faculty member within the University.
Vincent Coffin Award, University of Hartford, 2009. For research on book project, Out There: A Cultural History of American Exploration.
Engaged Learning Fellowship, University of Hartford, 2009. To develop student blogs within the American History survey course.
Book Prize, History of Science Society’s Forum for the History of Science in America, 2008. For Coldest Crucible: Arctic Exploration and American Culture.
Humanities Center Fellowship, University of Hartford, 2008. For work on Alexander von Humboldt.
Excellence in Teaching Award Nomination, 2004. Central Connecticut State University.
Finalist, Basic Book Prize, 2003. Best Manuscript in the History of Science. For Coldest Crucible: Arctic Exploration and American Culture.
Postdoctoral Fellowship, Osher Map Library, 2002. University of Southern Maine.
Andrew W. Mellon Research Fellowship, 2000.
University Fellowship, 2000. University of Wisconsin-Madison.
Smithsonian Doctoral Fellowship, 1999-2000.
National Science Foundation Dissertation Grant, 1999-2000.
Mephistos Outstanding Speaker Award, 1998.
Vilas Fellowship, 1996-7. University of Wisconsin-Madison. 
Letters & Science Teaching Fellowship, 1996-7.University of Wisconsin-Madison.
Publications:
Books
Lost White Tribe: Explorers, Scientists, and a Theory of Race that Changed Africa (New York: Oxford University Press, forthcoming)

The Coldest Crucible: Arctic Exploration and American Culture (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2006)
Selected Articles
“Masculinity and Exploration,” in Masculinities in Science, Osiris (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, forthcoming)

“Science and Exploration” in Exploration: Reassessing the West’s Encounter with the Rest ed. Dane Kennedy (London: University of Oxford Press, forthcoming) 
“The Science and Culture of Circumpolar Exploration,” (Arctic Perspectives XXI Proceedings, forthcoming)
“Frederick Cook: A Reappraisal,” (North By Degree, American Philosophical Society, 2013)

“Greely’s Pendulum,” Inaugural essay of the material culture feature, Lost and Found, that profiles scientific objects, Endeavour, Fall 2012.

“Beyond the Extreme,” Introductory essay for exploration folio in online arts journal, Drunken Boat, Fall 2012.

“Beyond the Limits of Latitude,” Introduction for Endeavour’s special issue on the Centenary of the Race for the South Pole, Fall 2011.
 “Two Visions of Mars” Journal of Cosmology, Fall 2009
 “Visions of Exploration” Space Policy 20 (2009): 1-8 (with Dan Lester)

“Why We Need a New History of Exploration,” Common-Place 9 (2) Fall 2009
“Reconsidering the Theory of the Open Polar Sea,” in Extremes: Oceanography’s Adventures at 
the Poles (Sagamore, MA: Science History Publications, 2006)

Selected Reviews
“Passage to Cosmos,” Roundtable Review, H-Net Environmental History, Fall 2012.

“Science and Empire in the Atlantic World,” British Journal of the History of Science (August 2009)

“Trying Leviathan: the Nineteenth-Century New York Court Case That Put the Whale on Trial and Challenged the Order of Nature,” Isis (June 2009)
“The Making of John Ledyard: Empire and Ambition in the Life of an Early American Traveler,” Connecticut History 47 (Spring 2008)
“The Oxford Companion to World Exploration,” British Journal of the History of Science (September 2008)
“The Lost Land of Lemuria: Fabulous Geographies, Catastrophic Histories,” Isis (March 2007)
“Science, Empire, and the Atlantic World: A Review of Atlantic World: Concepts and Contours and Plants and Empire: Colonial Prospecting in the Atlantic World” British Journal for the History of Science (December 2006) 

“Defining Women’s Enterprise: Mount Holyoke Faculty and the Rise of American Science,” New England Quarterly (September 2005)

“Science Serialized: Representations of the Sciences in Nineteenth-Century Periodicals,” Technology and Culture (June 2005)

Essays and Editorials
“NASA and the Ghosts of Explorers Past,” Space News, 10 Feb 2010
“Lessons from the Last Frontier,” History News Network, 7 July 2008

“Frederick Cook,” in Encyclopedia of the Arctic (New York: Routledge, 2004)

“Henry Grinnell,” in Encyclopedia of the Arctic (New York: Routledge, 2004)
Blog
Time To Eat the Dogs: On Science, History, and Exploration, 2008-http://timetoeatthedogs.com

Courses:
Science & Technology Studies
Living on the Edge: Exploration, Technology, and Extreme Environments (with Tom 


Filburn), All-University Curriculum, University of Hartford 
Why We Talk: The Science, History, and Structure of Human Language (with Michael 


Horwitz and Stephan Bullard), All-University Curriculum, University of Hartford
The Search for Authentic Experience, University of Hartford

The Darwinian Revolution, University of Wisconsin-Madison 

Evolution and Empire, Central Connecticut State University 

Western Culture: Science, Technology, and Philosophy, 1600-present, University of 


Madison-Wisconsin 
American History
U.S. History II, 1865-present, University of Hartford

Discovering America: 1865-1945, University of Hartford

Discovering America: 1945-present, University of Hartford

The History of American Life II, 1865-present, Central Connecticut State University 

Topics in Public History: Educational Programming, Central Connecticut State University
Transnational History
Atlantic History, 1400-1820, University of Hartford
Global History I, 1000-1800, University of Hartford

Global History II, 1800- present, University of Hartford

The History of Western Civilization I, 600 (BCE)-1350, University of Hartford

The History of Western Civilization II, 1350-1800, University of Hartford


The History of Western Civilization III, 1800-present, University of Hartford

Western Heritage: The Humanities, All-University Curriculum, University of Hartford
Invited Lectures:
NASA Keynote Address, Symposium on Human Spaceflight: 1961-1981, NASA Headquarters, Washington, DC, March 2011
“The Science and Culture of Circumpolar Exploration” International Scientific Conference on Polar Problems, Naryan-Mar, Russia, June 2010
“Lost White Tribe: Expeditions in Search of the White Race,” President’s College Forum, University of Hartford, West Hartford CT, Sept 2009

“Arctic Fever,” Berkshire Museum, Pittsfield MA, May 2009

“The Coldest Crucible” Portland Museum of Art, Portland ME, April 2009

“The Future of Exploration,” Philadelphia Geographical Society Annual Dinner, Philadelphia PA, April 2009 
 
“A Man of Science and Humanity: Elisha Kent Kane,” Bowdoin College Arctic Lecture Series, 
Brunswick ME, April 2009
“Charles Darwin and the Age of Exploration,” University of Connecticut Coastal Lecture Series, 
Groton CT, February 2009

“Poles Apart,” University of Delaware, Newark DE, September 2008
“The Hero-Explorers of 19th Century America,” Humanities Series Seminar, University of Hartford, West Hartford CT, February 2008

“The Great Endeavour: Taking Measure of the Pacific World,” Special Collections Symposium, University of Hartford, West Hartford CT, September 2007

“The Mystery of the Open Polar Sea,” American Museum of Natural History, New York City NY, March 2007

“90˚ North: Finding America at the Edge of the World,” University of Hartford President’s College Lecture Series, West Hartford CT, March 2007

“Polar Science, Past and Present,” University of Connecticut Coastal Perspectives Lecture Series, Groton CT, February 2007
“The Mystery of the Open Polar Sea,” The Explorers Club, New York City NY, September 2006
“Fighting in Our Own Way: Women and American Arctic Exploration,” Maine Women Writer’s Collection Lecture Series, University of New England, Portland ME, April 2002

“Wellman and the New Machines: Technology, Gender, and the Race to the North Pole,” University of Delaware, Newark DE, March 2000

“Using Metaphor and Analogy in the Undergraduate Classroom,” Letters and Science Teaching Workshop, University of Wisconsin-Madison, Madison WI, September 1997

Conference Papers:
“The Cultural Evolution of Extreme Environments,” American Society for Environmental History, Toronto, Canada, April 2013 (forthcoming)

“The Extreme as a Category of Experience,” American Anthropology Association Annual Meeting, San Francisco, November 2012 (forthcoming)

“Lessons of the Extreme: Historical Analogies and Human Spaceflight” OAH Annual Conference, Milwaukee WI, April 2012
Commentary: “Sacred Mountains: How Science, Medicine, and Leisure Transformed Alpine Spaces into Spiritual Places” American Historical Association Annual Meeting, Boston MA, Jan 2011
“Taking Wild Theories Seriously: a New Look at the Arctic’s Mythic Places,” International Conference on the History of Cartography, Copenhagen Denmark (July 2009); also delivered at the Canadian Historical Association Annual Meeting, Ottawa CA, May 2009
“Frederick Cook: A Reappraisal” North By Degree Conference, Philadelphia, PA, May 2008
“The Wild, Wild East: The Appalachian Frontier in 19th Century America,” Organization of American Historians Annual Meeting, New York City, NY, March 2008
“Boundless Knowledge: Ideology and the Circulation of Information,” Panel Commentator, Draper Conference on Early American Studies, University of Connecticut and Mystic Seaport, Storrs CT, September, 2006
“Why We Need a New History of Exploration,” Organization of American Historians Annual Meeting, Washington DC, April 2006
“Rethinking Early U.S. Exploration: Lewis & Clark and Alexander von Humboldt,” Annual Meeting of the History of Science Society, Minneapolis MN, November 2005
“The Exploration of South America in Popular Culture,” From the Americas to the Cosmos, The 
Humboldt Bicentennial: An Interdisciplinary Conference, City University of New York, New York NY, October 2004

“Reconsidering the Theory of the Open Polar Sea,” Maury Conference on the History of Oceanography, Barrow AK, August 2004
“Chicago’s Eskimo Village: Reconsidering Race at the World’s Columbian Exposition, 1893,” 
Annual Meeting of the History of Science Society, Vancouver CA, November 2000

“Elsa Barker’s Discovery of the North Pole,” Writing the Past, Claiming the Future: Women and Gender in the History of Science, Technology, and Medicine, St. Louis University, St. Louis MO, October 2000

“Josephine Peary, The Snow Baby, and the Female Arctic Heroine,” Maine Women Writers Collection Conference, University of New England, Portland ME, June 2000

“Blonde Eskimos and Yellow Journalism: Reforming the Arctic Narrative in Progressive America,” Annual Meeting of the History of Science Society, Pittsburgh PA, November 1999

“Paradise in the Arctic: Debating the Theory of the Open Polar Sea in Nineteenth-Century America,” Mephistos Conference for the History and Philosophy of Science, Minneapolis MN, March 1998

“The History of Chemotherapy, 1920-1945,” American Association for the History of Medicine, New York City NY, October 1993

Media: 
“Walking the Amazon,” Wall Street Journal, 16 September 2012. Quoted source.

“Journeys to the Ends of the Earth,” Chronicle of Higher Education, 24 September 2012. Quoted source.
“Beyond the Extreme: Contemporary Narratives of Exploration,” Where We Live, WNPR, May 2012. Interview.
“The Greely Expedition,” Mysteries of the Museum, Travel Channel, November 2011. Interview.
Radio Adventure Theater, Connecticut Public Radio, 3 Feb 2011. Author reading.
“The Greely Expedition” Documentary for American Experience, PBS, 31 Jan 2011. Interview.
“Arsenic Microbe Answers a Long Way Off,” USA Today, 26 Dec 2010. Quoted source.
“One-Way Ticket to Mars?” Christian Science Monitor, 17 Nov 2010. Quoted source.
“The Future of Exploration” Where We Live, Connecticut Public Radio, 30 July 2010. Interview.
“Astronauts Face New Frontier: Unemployment” AOL News, 26 Feb 2010. Quoted source.
“Has USA Hit its Final Frontier in Human Space Exploration?” USA Today 18 Jan 2010. Quoted source.
“The North Pole Conspiracy,” Documentary for ZDF (German television), Sept 2009. Interview.
“Portland Museum Hosts Arctic Exploration Exhibit,” Maine Things Considered, Maine Public Radio, 24 March 2009. Interview.
“Return to the Arctic,” Maine Sunday Telegram, Portland Maine, 15 March 2009. Quoted source.
“The Coldest Crucible,” 207 WCSH Channel 6, Portland Maine, 9 March 2009. Interview.
“The Bottom’s On Top” Globe and Mail (Canada), 9 January 2009. Quoted source.
“Záhada severného pólu je ako vražda,” Pravda, April 2008. Quoted source.
“Cancer survivor, 75, skis to North Pole,” Associated Press, 6 May 2007. Quoted source.
“Maine Author’s Book on Arctic Explorers,” Maine Times-Record, Bath Maine, October 2006. Interview.
“The Coldest Crucible,” Cincinnati Edition, Cincinnati Public Radio, July 2006. Interview.
“Local History and the Inupiat Community,” KBRW, Barrow, Alaska, September 2004. Interview.
“The History of Arctic Exploration,” WORC, Worcester, Massachusetts, June 2003. Interview.
Professional Service:
Appointments and Committees

In the Profession:
Committee on Research and the Profession, History of Science Society, 2011-

Advisory editor, Isis, 2007-9
Executive Committee, Maury Workshop in the History of Oceanography, 2006-7
In the University:

President’s College Board, 2011-
Chair, Hillyer College Academic Standing Committee, 2006-10
Faculty advisor, Alpha Lambda Delta Honor Society, 2007-9

Writing Across the Curriculum Committee, 2008-9
Hillyer College History Curriculum Review, 2006

Hillyer College Ad Hoc Committee on Plagiarism, 2006
Faculty Center for Learning Development, Enterprise Blackboard Committee, 2007

Museum Work
Consultant, “To the Ends of the Earth,” 6-part documentary series, Earthworks 



Productions, Spring 2011

Curator, “The Coldest Crucible,” Portland Museum of Art, Portland, Maine, March 2009
Consultant, “Picturing the Poles,” Columbia University/Smithsonian Museum of American Art Exhibition, (proposed 2004-5) 

Consultant, “Heavens Above!” Exhibition, Southworth Planetarium, University of Southern Maine, Portland, Maine, 2004

Peer Review

Manuscripts: University of Chicago Press (8), Palgrave McMillan (2), Lehigh University Press (1), University of Alaska Press (1), Random House (declined).
Articles: Isis (4), Pacific Historical Review (1), Endeavour (1), Journal of Historical Geography (1), Pennsylvania History (1), Pennsylvania Magazine of History and Biography (1), American Nineteenth Century History (1), Anthropological Quarterly (1), Journal of the History of Biology (declined).
Grants, Exhibitions, and Documentaries: Sloan Foundation (American Experience, WGBH), Story House Productions (The North Pole Controversy), Montana State University (Scholarship and Creativity Grant Proposal), National Film Board of Canada (Passage: A John Walker Film), Smithsonian American Art Museum (Picturing the Poles).
Professional and Civic Organizations:
History of Science Society

Organization of American Historians

American Historical Association

Connecticut Historical Society

Connecticut State Museum of Natural History

West End Civic Association (Hartford, CT)
References
Helen Rozwadowski, Director of Maritime Studies, University of Connecticut 

email: helen.rozwadowski@uconn.edu

Lynn Nyhart, Vilas-Bablitch-Kelch Distinguished Achievement Professor, Department of the History of Science, University of Wisconsin-Madison   

email: lknyhart@wisc.edu

Jim Secord, Professor, Department of History and Philosophy of Science, Cambridge University 

email: jas1010@hermes.cam.ac.uk

Roger Launius, Senior Curator, Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum 
email: launiusr@si.edu

Dane Kennedy, Elmer Louis Kayser Professor of History and International Affairs, The George Washington University 

email: dkennedy@gwu.edu

